
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF SCHODACK  
RENSSELAER COUNTY , NEW YORK  

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
JANUARY 2011 



 

 

Acknowledgments 

Town Board 

Dennis Dowds, Supervisor 

Jim Bult, Councilman 

Frank Curtis, Councilman 

Michael Kenney, Councilman 

Debra Young, Councilman 

 

Planning Board 

Peter Goold, Chairman* 

Denise Mayrer, Vice Chairman 

G. Jeffery Haber 

Paul Puccio* 

Wayne Johnson* 

John La Voie 

Andrew Timmis 

*Planning Advisory Committee 

 

 

Planning Consultant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© 2011 Laberge Group, Project #27116 

 



 

Town of Schodack Comprehensive Plan  
January 2011 

i 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

I. Introduction  ...................................................................................................................................... 1 

What is a Comprehensive Plan? ...................................................................................................................... 1 
Schodackôs Comprehensive Plan and Guiding Principles ............................................................................... 2 
Vision Statement for the Town of Schodack ................................................................................................... 3 
Methodology for Developing Schodackôs Comprehensive Plan Summary ..................................................... 3 

II. Guiding Principles  .......................................................................................................................... 5 

Preface to the Schodack Comprehensive Plan Guiding Principles .................................................................. 5 
Comprehensive Plan Guiding Principles ......................................................................................................... 7 

III. Community Profile  ...................................................................................................................... 13 

Community Setting ........................................................................................................................................ 13 
Community History ....................................................................................................................................... 13 
Municipal Services ........................................................................................................................................ 13 
Demographic Profile ..................................................................................................................................... 14 
Economic Profile ........................................................................................................................................... 19 

IV. Existing Conditions ..................................................................................................................... 23 

Land Use ....................................................................................................................................................... 23 
Existing Zoning ............................................................................................................................................. 25 
Other Land Use Regulations.......................................................................................................................... 31 
Environment .................................................................................................................................................. 32 
Housing ......................................................................................................................................................... 35 
Economy ........................................................................................................................................................ 36 
Transportation ............................................................................................................................................... 38 
Infrastructure ................................................................................................................................................. 42 
Historic and Cultural Resources .................................................................................................................... 43 
Recreation and Open Space ........................................................................................................................... 46 
Solid Waste Management .............................................................................................................................. 48 
Education ....................................................................................................................................................... 48 
Public Safety.................................................................................................................................................. 48 

V. Prior Comprehensive Plan Reports ............................................................................................ 53 

Town of Schodack Corridor Plan. ................................................................................................................. 53 
Town of Schodack Proposed Water System Improvements. ......................................................................... 53 
Town of Schodack Comprehensive Master Plan Draft. ................................................................................ 53 
Water and Sewerage Needs Study. ................................................................................................................ 55 
Town of Schodack Water Study and Report. ................................................................................................ 56 
Schodack Long Term Planning Commission Strategic Plan. ........................................................................ 56 
Groundwater/Wellhead Protection Program. ................................................................................................. 56 
Underground Injection Control and Wellhead Protection Demonstration Project. ....................................... 57 
Route 9 Corridor Study: Draft Proposed Recommendations. ........................................................................ 57 
Town of Schodack Service Extension Evaluation. ........................................................................................ 58 
Draft Rensselaer County Master Plan............................................................................................................ 58 
Report of the Rensselaer County Master Plan Steering Committee. ............................................................. 59 



Table of Contents 

Town of Schodack Comprehensive Plan  
January 2011 

ii  

Comprehensive Water Supply Plan for the Town of Schodack..................................................................... 59 
Town of Schodack Engineering Report. ........................................................................................................ 59 
I-90 Impact Study: Town of Schodack. ......................................................................................................... 60 
Schodack Development Plan. ........................................................................................................................ 61 
Basis for Comprehensive Planning. ............................................................................................................... 61 
Adult Business Study Town of Schodack, New York. .................................................................................. 61 
Town of Schodack and Village of Castleton on Hudson LWRP. .................................................................. 62 

VI. Maps ............................................................................................................................................. 63 

(1) Zoning Districts ....................................................................................................................................... 64 
(2) Land Use (2007) ...................................................................................................................................... 65 
(3) Community Resources ............................................................................................................................. 66 
(4) Aerial Map ............................................................................................................................................... 67 
(5) Water Resources ...................................................................................................................................... 68 
(6) Agricultural Resources ............................................................................................................................ 69 
(7) Soils ......................................................................................................................................................... 70 
(8) Bedrock Geology ..................................................................................................................................... 71 
(9) Surficial Geology ..................................................................................................................................... 72 
(10) Topography ............................................................................................................................................ 73 

 

List of Tables 
Table 1: Population and Projections .............................................................................................................. 14 

Table 2: Population by Age ........................................................................................................................... 17 

Table 3: Employment by Industry ................................................................................................................. 20 

Table 4: Industrial Employment Summary, Schodack and Rensselaer County, 2007 ................................... 37 

Table 5: Town of Schodack Traffic Volumes ............................................................................................... 40 

Table 6: Cost Analysis Summary 1998 ......................................................................................................... 60 

 

List of Graphs 
Graph 1: Historic and Projected Population Change ..................................................................................... 15 

Graph 2: Age Distribution ............................................................................................................................. 16 

Graph 3: Median Age .................................................................................................................................... 17 

Graph 4: Household Composition in Schodack, 1990 and 2000 ................................................................... 18 

Graph 5: Education Attainment ..................................................................................................................... 19 

Graph 6: Jobs by Occupation......................................................................................................................... 20 

Graph 7: Household Income Distribution ...................................................................................................... 21 

Graph 8: Median Household Income ............................................................................................................. 21 

Graph 9: Crime Trends in Schodack, 2003-2007 .......................................................................................... 49 

 



Town of Schodack Comprehensive Plan  
January 2011 

 

1 

I. INTRODUCTION  

What is a Comprehensive Plan? 

New York State law grants municipalities the authority to prepare and adopt comprehensive plans. 

Developed to identify goals, objectives, principles, and policies for the immediate and long-range 

protection, enhancement, growth, and development of a community, New York State, as indicated in the 

following paragraph, has adopted a broad definition for comprehensive plan.  

As defined in the state legislation, New York State 

Town Law Section 272-a, "town comprehensive 

plan" means the materials, written and/or graphic, 

including but not limited to maps, charts, studies, 

resolutions, reports and other descriptive material 

that identify the goals, objectives, principles, 

guidelines, policies, standards, devices and 

instruments for the immediate and long-range 

protection, enhancement, growth and development 

of the town located outside the limits of any 

incorporated village or city. 

Despite its form, as a tool of planning, a 

comprehensive plan provides guidance to 

municipal leaders, government agencies, organizations, businesses, and residents, and helps to ensure that 

the communityôs needs are met, both now and in the future. Comprehensive plans are implemented 

through a variety of tools including land use policies, regulatory measures, zoning changes, and local 

laws. Town Law further strengthens the role of the comprehensive plan by mandating that any new or 

amended land use regulations and all public capital improvements must take into consideration the 

adopted comprehensive plan. 

Over time, adherence to the preferences set forth in the comprehensive plan (and to the implementation 

tools) results in a community that closely resembles the preferred vision identified through the 

comprehensive planning process. For this reason, a well-developed comprehensive plan is regarded as a 

communityôs blueprint for the future. 

Like many communities, the Town of Schodack must respond to changing conditions so that it may 

continue to be socially and economically sustainable. Remaining vital requires the development of a 

strategic, yet integrative vision: a vision that integrates the realities of changing economic conditions, the 

importance and value of finite resources, and the needs and desires of its residents. 
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Schodackôs Comprehensive Plan and Guiding Principles 

Beginning in 1971, with Raymond, Parish, and Pine Inc.ôs Schodack Development Plan, and throughout 

the subsequent decades, there have been in many studies, commissions, committees, and reports 

authorized by the Town Board, which have addressed many aspects of planned development for the Town 

of Schodack. The Town believes that these documents collectively comprise the common law 

Comprehensive Plan under Section 212-a of the New York State Town Law in that they clearly set forth a 

consistent set of guiding principles. These guiding principles, which have consistently been articulated in 

dozens of plans for nearly four decades, have served to shape growth and development in the Town of 

Schodack.  

Development of these plans--which consistently reflect this set of 

guiding principles --included considerable public input and 

participation in meetings, committees, and hearings. In addition 

to these principles and guidelines being consistently reflected 

throughout the Townôs past documents, reports, and studies, 

these guiding principles have also clearly resonated consistently through Town actions, including 

decisions related to zoning implementation, local code adoption, and development.  

In recent years, since the mid-1990ôs, several initiatives have been undertaken to further refine and clarify 

the Townôs planned development objectives and needs. Public outreach conducted in support of these 

planning efforts has included hundreds of residents and community stakeholders actively participating 

through committee meetings, public meetings, and public hearings. The outcomes of these initiatives, and 

their resultant plans and studies, while developed under markedly different conditions from many of the 

previous plans and studies, have continued to consistently echo these past plans.  

While at first it may seem remarkable that these guiding principles have remained so consistent over the 

past four decades, further consideration may provide insight into why this is the case. These guiding 

principles are simple, logical, and reflect the attitude of Schodack residents. In addition, there have been 

environmental and infrastructure limitations in the Town that have changed little over time. For instance, 

while Schodack has experienced increases in transportation infrastructure (such as the construction of I-

90), the Townôs limited water, and even more limited sewer infrastructure has restricted, to some extent, 

the Townôs ability to grow.  

These fundamental guiding principles that have so clearly resonated in four decades of plans, reports and 

studies completed for and by the Town, include the following: 

1. Protect vital natural assets, particularly the water resources of the Town. 

2. Cluster residential development along water and sewer infrastructure, both existing and yet to be 

developed. 

3. In recognition of the historically rural nature of the Town of Schodack, protect and conserve open 

space and agricultural land as much as is reasonable and economically feasible. 
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4. Protect ecologically sensitive areas such as streams, wetlands, or steep slopes. 

5. Encourage business growth around the I-90 exits and the Route 9 Corridor to build a strong tax base 

for public services and to provide appropriate retail and service business support for Town residents. 

Vision Statement for the Town of Schodack 

The Town of Schodack will continue to be a desirable place to live, work and recreate, offering an 

excellent quality of life for residents and visitors. The Town will encourage and manage its growth to 

preserve its historic, cultural and natural resources for this and future generations. Schodack will retain its 

ñsmall-town feelò by encouraging the preservation of prime farmland and agriculture, the key components 

to preserving rural character and natural landscapes which are so valued by many residents. Sensitive 

natural resources such as steep slopes, wetlands, lakes, rivers, and streams will be protected and forested 

areas and other natural resources will be managed sustainably. The Hudson River waterfront will provide 

public access for a variety of outdoor recreational activities as well as business enterprises.  

The Town will continue to value the importance of history and the protection of historically important 

structures to maintain the Townôs unique identity, particularly in the Village of Castleton, and the hamlets 

of Schodack Landing and Muitzeskill. The preservation of historic hamlets and neighborhoods will be 

encouraged and a broad range of housing opportunities will be made available in areas where expansion 

of infrastructure is appropriate.  

The Town of Schodack will strive for a mixture of residential and commercial development, encouraging 

mixed-use walk-able development in and around the hamlets and the Village of Castleton. Commercial 

development along existing commercial corridors will also be encouraged. The Town will continue to 

take advantage of existing infrastructure and encourage redevelopment of previously developed buildings 

and areas. An appropriate mix of residential and commercial development will provide a variety of 

necessary goods, services, entertainment venues, and attractions for local and regional patrons.  

The transportation network will continue to address the needs and safety of vehicular, pedestrian and 

bicycle travel alike. The Route 9 corridor will continue to be the commercial backbone of the community, 

containing a diverse mix of business and industry, providing services and local employment 

opportunities, while helping to keep property taxes reasonable for Town residents.  

Proactive planning, design standards, and infrastructure development throughout the Town will assist in 

attracting businesses to ensure that residents continue to enjoy small-town qualities that make Schodack 

unique. Schodack will strive to preserve and enhance the Townôs many assets while providing the 

necessary amenities and services to existing and new residents, businesses and visitors now and into the 

future. 

Methodology for Developing Schodackôs Comprehensive Plan Summary  

To ensure that all the information compiled and ideas and strategies formulated over the years are clearly 

documented and incorporated into this Comprehensive Plan Summary, a close review of each of these 
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documents was conducted. A listing of these documents, complete with brief summaries, is included in 

Section VI. As part of this multi-purpose effort, special attention was given to:  

1. Identifying information relevant to creating an existing conditions summary of the Town;  

2. Highlighting key issues raised in each of the studies; and  

3. Extrapolating the recommended goals, objectives, and strategies for adoption by the Town. 

In addition, Demographic and Economic Profiles 

of Schodack were developed. Through the use of 

data from the U.S. Census Bureau as well as from 

ESRI Business Information Solutions, a profile of 

residentsô socio-demographic characteristics such 

as population, age distribution, and household 

composition was developed. The Economic Profile 

included information on the industry, occupation, 

and labor force participation rates of Schodack 

residents. To ensure the relevance of the data included, an effort was made to identify growth trends 

occurring within the Town, such as changes in population and employment, which may have long-term 

impacts on the community.  

Following the dissemination and collection of informational surveys, a series of phone and in person 

interviews were conducted with identified stakeholders. This group included Town municipal employees, 

State government agency representatives, regional agency representatives, and locally elected officials. 

The purpose behind these interviews was to gather information to supplement existing data sources and to 

provide further context to identified key issues. The information gathered through these stakeholder 

surveys and interviews has been incorporated into the Existing Conditions ñsnapshotsò in Section IV. The 

final activity conducted as part of this planning effort was the development of a series of Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS) maps. At the Townôs request, the Rensselaer County Bureau of Research and 

Information Systems developed a series of maps to provide a composite overview of the Townôs 

environmental characteristics and existing development patterns. These maps, which include (1) Zoning 

Districts; (2) Land Use (2007); (3) Community Resources; (4) Aerial Map; (5) Water Resources; (6) 

Agricultural Resources; (7) Soils; (8) Bedrock Geology; (9) Surficial Geology; and (10) Topography. 

Fraser and Associates, at the Townôs request, provided a map depicting the Townôs complete water 

storage and supply infrastructure. These maps are located in Section VI.  
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II. GUIDING PRINCIPLES  

Preface to the Schodack Comprehensive Plan Guiding Principles 

Comprehensive Plans, created to guide a communityôs ongoing development, are often characterized as 

ñliving documents.ò Nowhere is this more true and apt a description than in the Town of Schodack, in 

describing this document. 

This Comprehensive Plan was extrapolated from the past 50 yearôs history of planning, zoning, and 

development activity in the Town of Schodack. Over these five decades, numerous plans and studies were 

developed to address both general community growth issues and specific project related impacts. 

Collectively, extensive public outreach was 

conducted to both inform and advance these 

planning efforts. Public meetings were held, 

opinion surveys were circulated, resident 

committee groups were formed, and ideas and 

goals were discussed broadly and in depth.  

This Comprehensive Plan replaces the Townôs 

prior Comprehensive Plan, completed in 1961, 

which consisted of a deeply detailed set of Plans, 

Reports, Codes, and Studies. Consistent with the 

practice of the day, the 1961 plan was written with 

an eye on minutiae, identifying many goals related 

to blight clearance and urban renewal, federal 

level, ñtop downò policies that, while embraced by 

the national planning community at the time, were 

eventually rendered obsolete. Although an extensive public outreach effort was conducted over a multi-

year planning process and at great Town expense, many of the Planôs goals and strategies arguably 

reflected more the accepted top down planning practices, rather than the core quality of life tenets held by 

Schodack residents. 

In contrast, by focusing on the Town of Schodackôs existing and past plans and studies, this planning 

effort provides a much more community-specific view of the Town. It is firmly based on what exists, or 

does not exist, in Schodack, the vision, principles, and goals presented herein are reflective only of 

Schodack, and are thus, unique to the Town. Many of the prior planning documents were purpose driven 

and others were generalized studies. Notwithstanding the differences among their purposes, at the core of 

the majority of these documents is a deeply held set of values and principles which have been the guiding 

force behind development in this Town over this entire period of time. Interestingly, the more specific the 

recommendations for change, the less likely they were to have been implemented. Yet the enduring 

values and principles persisted across the studies and time. 
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In the interest of making the Comprehensive Plan more readable and understandable to all of the people 

of Schodack, the Town Board authorized the Planning Board to contract with a consulting firm with 

considerable planning experience to synthesize 

all of the historical documents into a simple Plan 

that could be adopted, used to oversee Town 

government work, and be a single source for 

future update and modification. 

The Planning Board had the consultants 

summarize the recommendations of the 19 most 

significant documents and present them in all of 

their detail. As one might predict, with more than 

250 recommendations presented over the course 

of 50 years, many were out of date, no longer 

relevant, some were conflicting, and others had 

already been implemented. And some remain 

unaddressed.  

Rather than try to synthesize all of this 

information into the framework as it was 

originally presented, the Planning Board decided 

that it was best to use the principles and values 

consistently reflected throughout the reports, and 

enduring over time, as a backbone for this version 

of the Townôs Comprehensive Plan. It was also decided that the plan would be written as a directive 

generally to the Town Government, offering guidance and direction on how to proceed while not 

prescribing specific implementation details. It is not directed at developers, landowners, or homeowners. 

Finally it was deliberately decided not to make the recommendations so specific as to engender disputes 

and divisiveness ï the more specific particularly implementation recommendations become as to what 

one can or cannot do, the more the Plan becomes a source of debate and argument rather than one of 

action and direction. 

 








































































































































