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|. INTRODUCTION

What is a Comprehensive Plan?

New York State law grants municipalities the authority to prepare and adopt comprehensive plans.
Developed to identify goals, objectives, principles, and policies for the immediate andahgegy
protection, enhancement, growth, and development of a community, New York State, as indicated in the
following paragraph, has adoptetirmad definition for comprehensive plan.

As defined in the state legislation, New York St%'tagV
Town Law Section 272, "town compehensive:nt
plan" means the materials, written and/or graphic,
including but not limited to maps, charts, studies,
resolutions, reports and other descriptive materigl ;
that identify the goals, objectives, principle ,Jg_?ff"
guidelines, policies, standards, devicesd a y /ﬁfcgmmn »\‘
instruments for the immediate and Ieraagnge _ v
protection, enhancement, growth and developmey
of the town located outside the limits of any

incorporated village or city. Lo L
|:! v Schodack Landing

|
Despite its form, as a tool of planning, ’2@ f
comprehensive plan provides guidance to
municipal leaders, government agencies, organizations, businesses, and residents, and helps to ensure that
the communityods needs ar e met , bot h now and i n
through a variety of tools including land use policiesgulatory measures, zoning changes, and local
laws. Town Law further strengthens the role of the comprehensive plan by mandating that any new or
amended land use regulations and all public capital improvements must take into consideration the
adopteccompehensive plan.

Tighwhi H
Schburmsn Rd 4 ..East Schodack

ch_oda'cff:emer

Mssou Foke

Hassau

—~toBoston

] - M. Chatharm
I Mivervile

Over time, adherence to the preferences set forth in the comprehensive plan (and to the implementation
tools) results in a community that closely resembles the preferred vision identified through the
comprehensive planning process. For teizson, a weltleveloped comprehensive plan is regarded as a
communityés blueprint for the future.

Like many communities, the Town of Schodack must respond to changing conditions so that it may
continue to be socially and economically sustainable. Rengawital requires the development of a
strategic, yet integrative vision: a vision that integrates the realities of changing economic conditions, the
importance and value of finite resources, and the needs and desires of its residents.
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I. Introduction

Sc hodac k 0 ensive®larnpandeGuiding Principles

Beginning in 1971, with Raymond, Pari sh, and Pine
the subsequent decades, there have been in many studies, commissions, committees, and reports
authorized by the Town Boardhich have addressed many aspects of planned development for the Town

of Schodack. The Town believes that these documents collectively comprise the common law
Comprehensive Plan under Section-21@f the New York State Town Law in that they clearlyfsgh a

consistent set of guiding principles. These guiding principles, which have consistently been articulated in
dozens of plans for nearly four decades, have served to shape growth and development in the Town of
Schodack. g

participation in meetings, committees, and hearings. In add
to these principles and guidelines being consistently refl
t hroughout t h euménts, weports, anul astidie
these guiding principles have also clearly resonated consistently through Town actions, including
decisions related to zoning implementation, local code adoption, and development.

In recent years, since the ni@903%, sevedl initiatives have been undertaken to further refine and clarify

the Townés planned devel opment objectives and ne
planning efforts has included hundreds of residents and community stakeholders activeyapag

through committee meetings, pubiieetingsand public hearings. The outcomes of these initiatives, and

their resultant plans and studies, while developed under markedly different conditions from many of the
previous plans and studies, havetoared to consistently echo these past plans.

While at first it may seem remarkable that these guiding principles have remained so consistent over the
past four decades, further consideration may provide insight into why this is the case. These guiding
principles are simple, logical, and reflect the attitude of Schodack residents. In addition, there have been
environmental and infrastructure limitations in the Town that have changed little over time. For instance,
while Schodack has experienced increamegansportation infrastructure (such as the construction of |
90) , t he Twatenaddeven mang limieed sewer infrastructure has restricted, to some extent,
the Townds ability to grow.

These fundamental guiding principles that have so cleaslgnated in four decades of plans, reports and
studies completed for and by the Town, include the following:

1. Protect vital natural assets, particularly the water resources of the Town.

2. Cluster residential development along water and sewer infrastrubbtteexisting and yet to be
developed.

3. In recognition of the historically rural nature of the Town of Schodack, protect and conserve open
space and agricultural land as much as is reasonable and economically feasible.
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I. Introduction

4. Protect ecologically sensitive areagch as streams, wetlands, or steep slopes.
5. Encourage business growth around #9@ kexits and the Route 9 Corridor to build a strong tax base
for public services and to provide appropriate retail and service business support for Town residents.

Vision Statement for the Town of Schodack

The Town of $hodack will continue to ba desirable place to livayork and recreatepffering an
excellent quality of life for residents and visitors. Thewn will encourage and manage its groweoh
preserve its historjcultural and natural resources for this and future generations. Schodack will retain its
ismabwn fenelragingthpreseration ofprime farmland andgriculture the keycomponents

to preserving rural character and natutahdscapes which arso valued bynanyresidents. Sensitive
natural resources such steep slopesyetlands, lakesjvers,and streams will be protected and forested
areas and othevatural resourcewill be managed sustainably. The Hudson River waterfront will provide
pubic access for a variety of outdoor recreational activiiesvell adusiness enterprises.

The Town will continue to value the importance of history and the protection of historicallyriamb
structures to maintaithe Town& unique identity, particatly in theVillage of Castleton, and the hamlets

of Schodack Landing and Muitzeskill. Tipeeservation ohistoric hamlets and neighborhoods will be
encourage@nda broad range of housing opportunities will be made available in areas where expansion
of infrastructure is appropriate.

The Town of Schodackvill strive for amixture ofresidential and commercial developmesricouraging
mixed-usewalk-able development in and around the hamlets anduillage of Castleton. Commercial
development along exisij commercial caidors will also be encouraged@he Town will continue to
takeadvanage of existing infrastructuiend encouragredevelopment of previously developed buildings
and areasAn appropriatemix of residential and commercial development vgtovide a variety of
necessary goods, services, entertainment venues, and attractions for local and regional patrons.

The transportation network wiltontinue toaddress the needs and safety of vehicular, pedestrian and
bicycle travel alike. The Routec@rridor will continue to be the commercial backbone of the community,
containing a diverse mix of business and industry, providing services and local employment
opportunitieswhile helping tokeep property taxagasonabléor Town residents.

Proactive fanning, design standards, and infrastructure development throughdudwimewill assist in

attractng businesse$o ensure thiaresidents continue to enjeynalktown qualites that make Schodack

unique. Schodackvill strive to preserve and enhantee To w n dany assetswhile providing the
necessary amenities and services to existing and new residents, businesses and visitors how and into the
future.

Met hodol ogy for Devel oping Schodackds

To ensure that all the information comapl and ideas and strategies formulated over the years are clearly
documented and incorporated into this Comprehensive Plan Summary, a close review of each of these
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I. Introduction

documents was conducted. A listing of these documents, complete with brief summanielsidisdi in
Section VI. As part of this muHpurpose effort, special attention was given to:

1. Identifying information relevant to creating an existing conditions summary of the Town;
2. Highlighting key issues raised in each of the studies; and
3. Extrapolating the recommended goals, objectives, and strategies for adoption by the Town.

In addition, Demographic and Economic Profil
of Schodack were developed. Through the use
data from the U.S. Census Bureau as well as frc
ESRI Business Information Solutigrs profile of

resi de ndemdgrapbio characteristics sug
as population, age distribution, and househ

and labor force participation rates of Schddac

residents. To ensure the relevance of the data included, an effort was made to identify growth trends
occurring within the Town, such as changes in population and employment, which may hatggriong
impacts on the community.

Following the disseminatio and collection of informational surveys, a series of phone and in person
interviews were conducted with identified stakeholders. This group included Town municipal employees,

State government agency representatives, regional agency representativesalnelected officials.

The purpose behind these interviews was to gather information to supplement existing data sources and to
provide further context to identified key issues. The information gathered through these stakeholder
surveys and interviewsshs been i ncorporated into the \EXhesting
final activity conducted as part of this planning effort was the development of a series of Geographical

I nformati on Systems ( Gl ShHeRemzglasCounty BureauhoResebrohvandd s r e q
I nf ormati on Systems developed a series of map s
environmental characteristics and existing development patterns. These maps, which include (1) Zoning
Districts; (2) Land Use (2007)3) Community Resources; (4) Aerial Map; (5) Water Resources; (6)
Agricultural Resources; (7) Soils; (8) Bedrock Geology; (9) Surficial Geology; and (10) Topography.
Fraser and Associat es, at the Townos r e gquater s t pr
storage and supply infrastructure. These maps are located in Séction
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II. GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Preface to the Schodack Comprehensive Plan Guiding Principles

Comprehensive Pl ans, created to gui de aaerizedbasimuni t vy
Aliving documents. o0 Nowhere is this morektnrue an:ct
describing this document.

This Comprehensive Plan was extrapol atzoeim,afidr om t h
development actity in the Town of Schodack. Over these five decades, numerous plans and studies were
developed to address both general community grovvth |ssues and specmc prolect related impacts.
Collectively, extensive public outreach wass S X S '

conducted to both inform and \@hce these
planning efforts. Public meetings were
opinion surveys were circulated, residep
committee groups were formed, and ideas ani \ :

goals were discussed broadly and in depth. Lo o L X

T _ ] N.Y. STATE CLASS *C*
CHAMPIONS

e - 1998G|RL$ SOFTBALL ~
P | 5 x|

Thi s Comprehensi ve eS8

prior Comprehensive Plarmgompleted in 1961,. i A |

which consisted of a deeply detailed set of Plag g Y SRR

Reports,Codes,and Studies. Consistent with thg e ;

practice of the day, the 1961 plan was written

an eye on minutiae, identifying many goals relat

to blight clearance and urban esval, federal ¢

|l evel, Atop downo pol aced b

the national planning community at the time, were
eventually rendered obsolete. Although an extensive public outreach effort was conducted over a multi

year planning process and at great Tosvt pe n s e, many of the Planbds go:
reflected more the accepted top down planning practices, rather than the core quality of life tenets held by
Schodack residents.

I n contrast, by focusing on t plams afidostudieshss fplanSirgh o d a ¢ k
effort provides a much more communipecific view of the Townlt is firmly basedon what exists, or

does not exist, in Schodack, the vision, principles, and goals presented herein are reflective only of
Schodack, and arthus, unique to the Town. Many of the prior planning documents were purpose driven

and others were generalized studies. Notwithstanding the differences among their purposes, at the core of
the majority of these documents is a deeply held set of valdegratiples which have been the guiding

force behind development in this Town over this entire period of time. Interestingly, the more specific the
recommendations for change, the less likely they were to have been implemented. Yet the enduring
values angbrinciples persisted across the studies and time.
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Il. Guiding Principles

In the interest of making the Comprehensive Plan more readable and understandable to all of the people
of Schodack, the Town Board authorized the Planning Board to contract with a consulting firm with
consderable planning experience to synthesize

all of the historical documents into a simple Plan

that could be adopted, used to oversee Town

government work, and be a single source for

future update and modification.

The Planning Board had the consultants
summarize the recommendations of the 19 most
significant documents and present them in all of
their detail. As one might predict, with more than
250 recommendations presented over the course
of 50 years, many were out of date, no longer
relevant, some wereonflicting, and others had
already been implemented. And some remain
unaddressed.

Rather than try to synthesize all of this

information into the framework as it was

originally presented, the Planning Board decided

that it was best to use the principledaralues

consistently reflected throughout the reports, and

enduring over time, as a backbone for this version

of the Townbés Comprehensive Pl an. It was al so de
generally to the Town Government, offeringidance and direction on how to proceed while not
prescribing specific implementation details. It is not directed at develdpadawnerspr homeowners.
Finally it was deliberately decided not to make the recommendations so specific as to engendsr disput
and divisivenes$ the more specific particularly implementation recommendations become as to what
one can or cannot do, the more the Plan becomes a source of debate and argumerdrratherdah
action and direction.
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