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At a recent planning board meeting Mr. David Quinn, chief of the South Schodack 
Volunteer Fire Department expressed concern with respect to the availability of 
adequate water for fire fighting.  As a part of this action the applicant, in cooperation 
with several other nearby businesses, plans to extend water service from Water 
District No. 1 in Clearview.  This supply may have difficulty supplying fire flows for 
durations in excess of one hour due available storage capacity.  In anticipation of this 
possibility the applicant will provide a drafting hydrant (sometimes referred to as a 
dry hydrant) with access for a pumper truck near the elevation of the existing fire 
protection pond.  Additionally, a gate for emergency access to the site will be 
installed at the end of Kids Lane.    

 
                   5.2.2 EMS 

In a letter to the Planning Board dated November 11, 2006 Mr. Brian Downey, 
president of Castelton Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. indicated the ability and 
willingness of the Ambulance Service to serve the proposed Crown Enterprises, Inc. 
Freight Transfer Facility. 
 

                   5.2.3 Police 
 

The Town of Schodack Police Department with headquarters at 1797 Columbia 
Turnpike in Schodack Center has 5 part time and 9 full time officers in addition to 
the chief and two civilian employees they have 8 patrol cars.  The department 
operates from 7:00 AM to 4:00 AM.  During the three hours when the department is 
not in service calls are answered by the State Police or the Rensselaer County Sheriff   
Department.  
 
The Schodack Barracks of the New York State Police is located at 1485 Columbia 
Turnpike (Route 9) approximately xx miles from the project site. 
 
Both Chief Peter of the Schodack Police and the State Police officer on duty 
indicated that they would not expect any difficulty handling whatever additional calls 
an installation such as the proposed action might generate. 

 
 
6.0  REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
  

Under SEQRA a private applicant is required discuss only sites that it controls.  Crown 
Enterprises, Inc. presently owns the project site and controls no other property in the area.  
These alternatives will be evaluated in the context of the project sponsor’s objectives. 

 
6.1  Alternative Configurations of the Proposed Location. 
 

No fewer than six building orientations were investigated over a period of four years  
with many iterations of each varying the ingress and egress points and locations of 
supporting infrastructure. 

 
6.2  Expansion or Re-Configuration at Existing Facilities 
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 The present operation is located on a 7+/- acre parcel at 417 Old Niskayuna Road in    
 Colonie, New York near the Albany International Airport. This site is not large enough  
 to support a hub operation.  Additionally traffic in this area is a problem. 
 
6.3   Elimination of Truck Washing Component 
 
          The applicant has decided not to construct a stand alone truck washing facility on the  
          site.  

 
 

6.4 The “no-action” alternative. 
 

Property tax would be the only municipal benefit which would be realized from the 
project site.  These vacant parcels of land would generate only minimal revenue for the 
Town of Schodack and the Schodack Central School District.  There would be no jobs 
created and this valuable piece of commercial real estate would remain under utilized. 

 
         
7.0 GROWTH INDUCING ASPECTS     
         

7.1 Population Increase and Impacts on Housing and support Facilities 
 
This project will employ approximately 40 people.  Some of these employees will likely 
transfer from the Colonie site and will not likely move their residence.  However, if all 40 
moved their families to the area they could be readily assimilated into existing and proposed 
housing.  

 
7.2 Development Potential 
 
The extension of water service to the area could potentially lead to additional development 
beyond this project thus increasing the demand for other public services.  However, the 
typical development along the Route 9 corridor has not traditionally been by high water users 
and the availability of ground water in the area would likely be sufficient for most expected 
uses.  However the water source is nearby and it is only a matter of time until it is expanded 
to serve the area.   
 

8.0 ECONOMIC IMPACTS 
 

8.1 Estimated Tax Income to Town, County and State 
 
Without a detailed construction estimate it is difficult to determine the assessed value of the 
project.  When compared to other similar nearby businesses it can be assumed that the tax 
revenue will be considerable.  When coupled with the fact that the increase in public services 
required will be minimal it can be seen that there will be a significant increase in tax revenue 
to the town, the county and especially the school district. 
 


